
As we head into the Memorial Day holiday weekend I thought I would send out a bit of an update 
summarizing the progress this week and a forecasting work for next week.  In general progress was a 
little slower than expected this week.  We ran into a couple of items that caused a couple of 
hiccups.  However, we are plowing ahead and trying to make up for some lost time.   
 
Section A (Downtown Area): 

         Sellin Brothers and City electric crews completed the installation of the electrical and irrigation 
conduits in the 800 block.   

         Sellin finished ALL remaining service laterals, sanitary sewer, watermain, and storm sewer that 
remained in the 800 and 900 block.   

         All buildings were transferred to the new water system.  This was a very big coordinative effort 
between Sellins, property owners, and plumbers.  I appreciate everyone working thought this 
with us.  I realize it did not always go as planned and it was a bit of a push at the end to get 
everyone changed over.   

         We completed the final pressure testing on the 800 block watermain and services…a couple of 
times.  We had some slight leakage during the first test.  Sellin investigated and determined that 
the cause was a couple of defective parts from the material supplier.  The items were replaced 
and the final test passed.  This process resulted in a fair amount of extra digging and caused 
some delay in the schedule.  The good news is that the test passed. 

         Once the pressure test passed Sellin was able to make the final watermain connection in Front 
Street.  This required a rather short noticed watermain shut down.  I apologize for the short 
notice (to those impacted).  Sellin was trying to make up for some lost time and keep the paving 
schedule on track.  In the end the completed the connection quickly and water was only off for a 
couple of hours.   

         At this point we are not anticipating any further excavation or water service interruptions.   

         Sellin is currently working on subgrade preparation and will begin placing the aggregate base 
today.   

         Concrete paving is still schedule for next week.  
 
Section B (Willow to Frazee): 

         Crews began removing the existing pavement and concrete curb on Tuesday.  We found the 
existing pavement to be about 24” thick which was much thicker than anticipated.  This has 
resulted in relatively slow progress in the removals.  They anticipate completing the removals by 
the end of today.   

         Selling started the installation of sanitary sewer (near the dental office) this morning.  They will 
continue to head north with this installation through next week.   

         Sellin is planning to start the watermain installation on Tuesday morning (again near the dental 
office.  This will require a short suspension of water service for the connection to the existing 
watermain.  Water service will be suspended for properties between Willow and Frazee Street 
on Tuesday morning (May 26th) starting at 8:30 am and lasting a couple of hours.  Please plan 
accordingly.   

         Underground utility installation will continue for the next couple of weeks in this area.   

         We will continue to provide local access to businesses and properties to the extent 
possible.  Access will be difficult as trenching operations go by your property but will be restored 
as soon as practical.  If you have any special access needs or concerns please contact me or 
project staff and we will do our best to accommodate you.   

 



We realize that this holiday weekend is important to many of you from a sales/business 
perspective.  Sellin will be spending time this afternoon cleaning things up, adjusting boardwalks, 
shoring up fence, installing intersection and mid-block crossings, etc.  Front and Holmes Street will 
remain closed.  Frazee street is open to east/west traffic and local traffic moving south.  Section B of the 
project is closed to through traffic but is available for local traffic.  Barricades will be placed across the 
mid-point of B to prevent traffic from traveling through the entire worksite.  Properties on the north half 
of the section should use the Frazee access.  Properties on the south half of the section should access 
from Willow.  There will be no work on Monday (Memorial Day)  
 
If you have any questions or concerns please contact me.  I may be reached on my cell phone over the 
weekend for urgent matters.  I hope everyone has a safe and fun Memorial Day weekend.   
 
 
Jon Pratt, PE 
City Engineer 
 
 


