
Becker County Jail 
The Becker County Jail has become  

obsolete and exceeds capacity. 

Department of Corrections  
has put Becker County on no-
tice to improve its’ jail facility 

 
► The original jail was constructed in 

1977 and another addition was 
built to the south in 1989 and con-
nected to the original jail. 

 
► The design is outdated and opera-

tionally not cost effective. 
 
► The existing jail is a 45 bed facility 

and exceeds capacity. 
 
► The increased capacity requires 

Becker County to transport and 
house inmates in six other county 
jails at a cost of more than 
$600,000 a year. 

 
► Outside housing of inmates is not 

only costly but creates inefficien-
cies to courts, attorneys, probation, 
medical services, family members 
and county services. 
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Becker County Jail 
OPTIONS EXPLORED BYBECKER COUNTY 

Joint Facility 
Becker County explored a joint facility with 
Hubbard County and Clay County.  The County 
would see an increased cost in housing and 
transportation costs as well as inconvenience to 
courts, attorneys, probation and other services 

Brinkman Jail Study 
The Brinkman County Jail Study found that us-
ing the current jail structure and location resulted 
in “no value to Becker County, costly remodel-
ing, boarding of inmates during construction and 
loss of capacity does not benefit the long term 
jail needs.” 

Klein McCarthy Architect Study 
Becker County decided to further explore the 
current jail facility and retained Klein McCarthy 
Architects to provide a feasibility study to ex-
plore a vertical facility expansion of the current 
downtown jail location.  “Klein McCarthy Ar-
chitects is recommending that the County ex-
plore a remote site for the jail facility.”  The 
study found that the downtown facility would 
involve a more complicated construction phas-
ing, a much longer length of construction, higher 
staffing costs and a shorter life expectancy than 
a new facility. 

NEXT PHASE OF THE JAIL PROJECT — LOCATING A DESIREABLE SITE FOR A NEW JAIL 

Becker County is exploring two loca ons — Appraisals are currently being conducted 

Both properties are located about 2 miles north of Detroit Lakes on Highway 59 

The other location is owned by the City of DL 
(just off 59 on Stony Road) 

One location is owned by the County 
(Corner of 59 and Hillcrest Road) 

DECISION ON THE LOCATION AND DESIGN COMING THIS FALL 


