
Highway 59 north of Detroit Lakes closes Aug. 18 
 
DETROIT LAKES, Minn. – Motorists on Highway 59 north of Detroit Lakes will encounter a 
detour, lane closures and possible delays when work on a road resurfacing and culvert 
replacement project resumes Monday, Aug. 18.  
 
While culverts are being replaced, Highway 59 will close between Callaway and Ogema, and 
motorists will detour onto Becker County Road 14, Becker County Road 21 and Becker 
County Road 34.  
 
The detour will be in place for approximately two weeks. Residents whose destination falls 
within the road closure will be allowed to use Highway 59 during the project, but should note 
that the road may not be passable while individual culverts are replaced. 
 
Crews also will resurface Highway 59 between Detroit Lakes and the Buffalo River north of 
Callaway. Flaggers will allow one-way, alternating traffic through the work zone. Drivers must 
obey the flagger, be prepared to stop and follow the pilot car through the work zone. Motorists 
entering from driveways or roads that intersect with Highway 59 within a work zone must wait 
for the pilot car to pass, then follow it through the work zone. 
 
The Highway 59 project began in May. The project was temporarily suspended in June for 
scheduling purposes. 
 
The road work is expected to be complete by mid-September, weather permitting. 
 
Central Specialties, Inc. of Alexandria is the prime contractor for the $4.8 million project.  
 
When the project is complete, motorists will notice a smoother, safer ride along 14 miles of 
Highway 59. This project helps ensure MnDOT’s transportation system will continue to serve 
the state for many years. 
 
MnDOT asks motorists to slow down and pay attention while driving through work zones. A 
new law that went into effect Aug. 1 raised the fine to $300 for motorists who speed through a 
work zone or who do not obey work zone flaggers’ traffic directions. 
 
For real-time travel information anywhere in Minnesota, visit www.511mn.org or dial 5-1-1. 
 

http://www.511mn.org/

