
County Administrator Report from Jack Ingstad to Township Meeting: 

The last 12 months have been a year of accomplishments and change at Becker County.  The County’s 

financial condition continues to improve as evidenced by two recent upgrades to the County’s bond 

rating. The latest upgrade is an AA or second from the highest rating. The County recently received a 

clean financial audit from the State and maintains in excess of 40 percent of its annual budget in 

reserves. 

The County has accomplished a complete replacement of its emergency radio system and financially 

supported all of the county’s fire districts to assist them with their transfer to the necessary radio 

equipment.  The new radio system will allow all agencies to be compatible with Minnesota’s emergency 

radio system.  

The county transportation sales tax collections are on schedule to meet projects, with $1.1 million 

collected over the last seven months.  These revenues must be dedicated to transportation projects in 

the County. 

Becker County is reviewing several capital requests including a new jail, public works facility, 

environmental services facilities and support for a new museum.  Requests for qualifications are due the 

end of this month from jail architects interested in assisting us with the design and location of a new 

county jail.  Currently the Sheriff is housing overflow inmates in five jails outside Becker County at a cost 

of nearly $400,000 annually.   

New leadership will join Becker County this month with Eric Evenson-Marden assuming leadership of 

our zoning and planning office.  Evenson-Marden most recently headed the Minnehaha Watershed 

District in Minneapolis.  

John Dinsmore has been named the new Director of Health and Human Services.  Dinsmore held the 

same position at Otter Tail County, as well as serving in several key roles at the Minnesota Department 

of Human Services.  Dinsmore will start June 1.  Becker County’s Department of Human Services was 

again honored with several state performance achievement awards.  

The transfer of the County’s Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) program to the Becker County Soil and Water 

Conservation District (SWCD) is moving as planned.  This summer Becker County will have three AIS 

decontamination units at various lake locations.  The payroll for AIS Lake Inspectors will continue to be 

handled by Becker County this summer, but the overall management of the AIS program is now at the 

Becker County Soil and Water Conservation District.   

 

 

 


