
Becker County Human Services 
Burial Disposition Allowance and Expenditure Policy 

 

Becker County provides county burials in recognition of the need of some residents for the service and 
in compliance with the responsibility prescribed by Minnesota Statutes 261.035 and Minnesota Statute 
261.04.  Policies pertaining to burials are approved by the Becker County Board of Commissioners.  
 
Becker County will provide for the direct cremation or immediate burial expenses for recipients of Public 
Assistance and other indigent persons whose resources are insufficient to meet the cost or the 
resources of a responsible relative (spouse or parents of minor child) are insufficient to meet the cost of 
a burial.   Becker County will use the option of cremation as first choice.  For families who object to the 
use of cremation for the deceased due to religious or cultural reasons, the County will pay for the 
immediate burial of the deceased. If neither the wishes of the decedent or the practices of the 
decedent’s faith tradition are known, nor the county has information about the existence or location of 
any next of kin, the county shall authorize and provide for cremation of the person’s remains and 
interment.   
 
Application for a county disposition of remains can be made by a relative, friend of the deceased, or a 
funeral home director.  An in-person interview with family or an authorized representative is required. 
Upon completion of the interview and approval of the application, authorization will be given to the 
funeral director.  All county burials must be prior authorized.   Verification of the balance in any 
accounts held by the decedent, as of the date of death, is required before the disposition will be 
approved. 
 
The county funded disposition is not intended to supplement other monies available for such services.   
If family and/or friends choose to make substitutions such as upgrading the casket, they will be 
obligated to pay for the entire cost of the disposition.  Items of a special nature will be individually 
considered and the need will be prior authorized.  
 
 
Payment in authorized cases will be limited to Becker County funeral allowances, less all available 
resources including prepaid burial funds, personal funds, patient trust account, lump sum death 
benefits, and all amounts recovered by the family of the decedent shall be remitted to the funeral home 
to offset the expense of the disposition.  Becker County will then pay the balance due (up to approved 
limit) to the funeral home.  After approximately thirty (30) days, the county will close out any accounts 
held by the decedent if the family is not able to access the funds.  In addition, where applicable, any 
death benefits available from any source must be applied for and shall be turned over to the county.  If 
other resources become available to the deceased estate, it is understood that the county will be 
notified immediately. 
 
Becker County will not pay for any extra fees associated with the disposition of the remains.  Only the 
actual price of the lot and $250 for the grave digging expense will be paid, up to the approved limits.  If 
the allotted maximum amounts do not cover the lot or the digging expense, the family will be obligated 
to pay the difference.  
 



The family will be responsible for expenses which include, but are not limited to, the following: 
interment fees, perpetual care, markers, final dates, additional transportation, tent and set-up fees, 
memorial paper products, obituaries, flowers, clothing, honorariums, etc.  County or decedent’s funds 
are not allowed to pay for these expenses.  
 
 
Professional Services include: 
 Removal and care of deceased 

Placement in casket or cremation container 
 Transportation (to cemetery or crematory) within 50 mile radius 
 Filing of all necessary legal papers 
 
NOT INCLUDED: 
 Embalming 
 Visitation 
 Funeral or memorial service 

Register book/memorial folders/ thank you cards 
Honorariums 
Newspaper notices 
Food or lunch 
Flowers 
Permanent markers 
Tent and Set up 

 


